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Packet Tracer Con?guring PAP and CHAP Authentication: A Step-by-Step Guide

packet tracer con?guring pap and chap authentication is an essential skill for
anyone diving into network security and Cisco networking labs. Packet Tracer, Cisco?s
powerful network simulation tool, allows students and professionals to practice and
understand how di?erent authentication protocols work in a controlled virtual

environment. In this article, we'll explore the process of setting up PAP (Password
Authentication Protocol) and CHAP (Challenge Handshake Authentication Protocol) on
Cisco devices within Packet Tracer, highlighting the di?erences, con?gurations, and best
practices.

Understanding these authentication methods is crucial for securing Point-to-Point Protocol
(PPP) connections, which are widely used in WAN links. By mastering this con?guration in
Packet Tracer, you can enhance your practical knowledge, prepare for certi?cations like
CCNA, and troubleshoot authentication issues e?ectively.

What Are PAP and CHAP Authentication?

Before jumping into the con?guration, it's important to understand what PAP and CHAP

are and why they matter.
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What is PAP?

PAP, or Password Authentication Protocol, is a simple two-way handshake authentication
method used to validate users. When a device attempts to connect, it sends the username
and password in plain text to the server. The server then checks these credentials and
either accepts or rejects the connection.

While PAP is straightforward to implement, its main drawback is the lack of encryption,
making it vulnerable to interception and security threats.

What is CHAP?

CHAP stands for Challenge Handshake Authentication Protocol. Unlike PAP, CHAP provides
a more secure authentication mechanism that uses a three-way handshake. The server
sends a challenge message to the client, which then responds with a value calculated
using a hash function (usually MD5). The server veri?es this response to authenticate the
client.

Because CHAP does not send passwords directly and uses periodic challenges to verify
identity, it is considered much more secure than PAP.

Why Use Packet Tracer for Con?guring PAP and CHAP

Authentication?

Packet Tracer is a fantastic tool for simulating network environments without needing
physical hardware. It supports a variety of Cisco I0S features, including PPP encapsulation

and authentication protocols like PAP and CHAP. Using Packet Tracer to con?gure these
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protocols allows learners to:

Visualize network behavior and authentication processes.

Experiment with con?gurations and troubleshoot in real-time.

Prepare for Cisco certi?cations by practicing practical scenarios.

Gain a deeper understanding of link-layer security.

Step-by-Step Guide: Packet Tracer Con?guring PAP and CHAP
Authentication

Let's walk through how to set up PAP and CHAP authentication on a point-to-point link
between two Cisco routers using Packet Tracer.

Network Setup

You?ll need two routers connected via a serial interface, simulating a WAN link:
Routerl with Serial0/0/0 interface

Router2 with Serial0/0/0 interface

Both routers should have IP addresses assigned on their serial interfaces and a basic
routing setup to enable communication.

Con?guring PAP Authentication

Here?s how to enable PAP on both routers.

**Set up usernames and passwords for authentication:**

On Router2 (the authentication server):

“plaintext
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Router2(con?g)# username Routerl password ciscol123

This command creates a username "Routerl1" with a password "cisco123" which Routerl
will use to authenticate.

**Con?gure the serial interface on Routerl to use PAP:**

“plaintext

Routerl(con?g)# interface serial0/0/0
Routerl(con?g-if)# encapsulation ppp
Routerl(con?g-if)# ppp authentication pap
Routerl(con?g-if)# ip address 10.0.0.1 255.255.255.252

Routerl(con?g-if)# no shutdown

**Con?gure Routerl to send the PAP credentials:**
3.
“plaintext

Routerl(con?g)# username Router2 password ciscol123

**Con?gure the serial interface on Router2 to accept PAP authentication:**

4.
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" plaintext

Router2(con?g)# interface serial0/0/0
Router2(con?g-if)# encapsulation ppp
Router2(con?g-if)# ppp authentication pap
Router2(con?g-if)# ip address 10.0.0.2 255.255.255.252

Router2(con?g-if)# no shutdown

**\Verify the connection:**

Use the “show interfaces serial0/0/0" and “show ppp all' commands to verify that the link
is up and PAP authentication has succeeded.

Troubleshooting PAP

PAP sends passwords in clear text, so if authentication fails, ensure that:

Usernames and passwords match exactly on both routers.

The interface encapsulation is set to PPP.

The "ppp authentication pap’ command is applied on both ends.

Con?guring CHAP Authentication

Now, let's con?gure CHAP, which is more secure.

**Set up usernames and passwords on Router2:**

“plaintext
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Router2(con?g)# username Routerl password ciscol123

**Con?gure serial interface on Routerl to use CHAP:**

" plaintext

Routerl(con?g)# interface serial0/0/0
Routerl(con?g-if)# encapsulation ppp
Routerl(con?g-if)# ppp authentication chap
Routerl(con?g-if)# ip address 10.0.0.1 255.255.255.252

Router1(con?g-if)# no shutdown

**Con?gure Routerl with its username and password that Router2 expects:**
3.
“plaintext

Routerl(con?g)# username Router2 password ciscol23

**Con?gure Router2 serial interface for CHAP:**
4.
" plaintext

Router2(con?g)# interface serial0/0/0
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Router2(con?g-if)# encapsulation ppp
Router2(con?g-if)# ppp authentication chap
Router2(con?g-if)# ip address 10.0.0.2 255.255.255.252

Router2(con?g-if)# no shutdown

**Con?rm the authentication:**

Verify with:
“plaintext
show interfaces serial0/0/0

show ppp all

You should see that CHAP authentication succeeded and the interface is up.
Di?erences to Note Between PAP and CHAP in Packet Tracer
**Security:** CHAP is more secure because it uses hashed challenges, whereas PAP
sends passwords in plain text.

**Con?guration:** Both protocols require usernames and passwords con?gured on
the authenticating router, but CHAP requires mutual authentication via
challenge/response.

**Authentication Timing:** CHAP periodically re-authenticates the peer, while PAP

does it only at the start of the session.
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Tips for E?ective Packet Tracer Con?gurations of PAP and CHAP
Mastering the con?guration of PAP and CHAP in Packet Tracer bene?ts from a few handy
tips:

**Match Credentials Exactly:** Even a small typo in usernames or passwords will

cause authentication failures.

**Set Encapsulation to PPP:** Both PAP and CHAP work only with PPP encapsulation;
remember to con?gure it on serial interfaces.

**Use "debug ppp authentication™ for Troubleshooting:** This command provides

real-time logs to help identify authentication issues.

**Save Con?gurations:** Use “write memory™ or "copy running-con?g startup-

con?g’ to avoid losing settings after reload.

**Practice Both Protocols:** Understanding how both work and their vulnerabilities

gives you better insight into network security.

Why Learning Packet Tracer Con?guring PAP and CHAP
Authentication Matters

Con?guring PAP and CHAP in Packet Tracer is not just a lab exercise; it re?ects real-world
networking scenarios. Many Internet Service Providers (ISPs) and enterprises still rely on
PPP links for remote connections, dial-up, or point-to-point communication. Knowing how
to secure these links is essential for network engineers.

Additionally, the hands-on experience gained using Packet Tracer helps build con?dence
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in managing Cisco devices, preparing you for certi?cation exams such as CCNA, CCNP,
and other Cisco credentials.

Expanding Beyond PAP and CHAP

While PAP and CHAP remain fundamental, modern networks often use more advanced
authentication protocols, including EAP (Extensible Authentication Protocol) variants and
RADIUS or TACACS+ servers for centralized authentication. Packet Tracer supports some
of these protocols, and once comfortable with PAP and CHAP, you can explore these
advanced security features.

Exploring these protocols in Packet Tracer also helps in understanding authentication
?0ws, security vulnerabilities, and how di?erent layers of the OSI model interact during
network authentication.

Summary

Packet Tracer con?guring PAP and CHAP authentication is a foundational skill that bridges
theoretical knowledge and practical application. By setting up these protocols in a
simulated environment, you gain insight into how routers authenticate peers over PPP
links, the security implications of each method, and the detailed con?guration steps
necessary to implement them.

With this knowledge, you?re better equipped to design secure networks, troubleshoot
authentication failures, and advance your Cisco networking expertise. Whether you?re a
student, a network administrator, or just starting your journey in IT, mastering PAP and

CHAP in Packet Tracer is a milestone worth pursuing.
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Question

Answer

What is the di?erence

between PAP and CHAP

authentication in Packet

Tracer?

PAP (Password Authentication Protocol) sends
passwords in clear text, making it less secure, while
CHAP (Challenge Handshake Authentication Protocol)
uses a three-way handshake and encrypts the
password, providing better security. In Packet Tracer,
CHAP is preferred for secure authentication.

How do you con?gure PAP

authentication on a PPP

interface in Packet Tracer?

To con?gure PAP on a PPP interface in Packet Tracer,
?rst enable PPP encapsulation on the interface, then
use the command 'ppp authentication pap' under the
interface con?guration mode. Also, ensure the

username and password are set on the peer device
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using ‘'username password .

What command enables CHAP

authentication on a router

interface in Packet Tracer?

The command to enable CHAP authentication on a

router interface in Packet Tracer is 'ppp authentication

chap' within the interface con?guration mode.

Can PAP and CHAP

authentication be used

simultaneously on the same

PPP link in Packet Tracer?

Yes, you can con?gure both PAP and CHAP on the same

PPP link by using 'ppp authentication pap chap' or 'ppp

authentication chap pap'. The router will attempt CHAP

?rst and then fallback to PAP if CHAP fails.

How do you verify PAP and

CHAP authentication status on

a router in Packet Tracer?

You can verify PAP and CHAP authentication status

using the command 'show ppp authentication' or 'show

interfaces '. Additionally, 'debug ppp authentication'
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can provide detailed authentication process
information.

What are the steps to

con?gure username and

password for PAP

authentication in Packet

Tracer?

In global con?guration mode, use the command
‘username password ' to con?gure the username and
password that will be used for PAP authentication by
the router.

Why is CHAP considered more

secure than PAP in Packet

Tracer simulations?

CHAP is more secure than PAP because it does not send
the password in clear text. Instead, it sends a hashed
value during the authentication process, which reduces
the risk of password interception.

How do you con?gure a router

to accept PAP authentication
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requests in Packet Tracer?

To con?gure a router to accept PAP authentication,
enable PPP on the interface, con?gure 'ppp
authentication pap' on the interface, and set up the
appropriate username and password with the
‘'username' command in global con?guration.

What troubleshooting

commands help diagnose PAP

and CHAP authentication

issues in Packet Tracer?

Useful troubleshooting commands include 'show ppp
authentication’, 'show interfaces ', and 'debug ppp
authentication’. These commands help identify
authentication failures or mismatches in
username/password.

Is it necessary to con?gure

the same username and

password on both routers for

PAP/CHAP authentication in

Packet Tracer?

Yes, for PAP and CHAP authentication to succeed, the
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username and password con?gured on one router must

match the credentials expected by the peer router,

ensuring mutual authentication.

Packet Tracer Con?guring PAP and CHAP Authentication: A Detailed Exploration

packet tracer con?guring pap and chap authentication represents a
fundamental

exercise for networking students and professionals aiming to master secure
authentication protocols within Cisco environments. Packet Tracer, Cisco?s powerful
network simulation tool, o?ers an accessible platform to simulate and con?gure
authentication mechanisms such as PAP (Password Authentication Protocol) and CHAP
(Challenge Handshake Authentication Protocol). Understanding how to e?ectively
implement these protocols is vital for securing Point-to-Point Protocol (PPP) connections,
especially in scenarios involving remote access and dial-up connections.

This article delves deeply into the nuances of con?guring PAP and CHAP in Cisco Packet
Tracer, highlighting their operational di?erences, con?guration steps, and practical
implications. By examining these protocols through the lens of simulation, network
administrators and students can gain hands-on experience without the risks or costs
associated with live network experimentation.

Understanding PAP and CHAP in Network Authentication

Authentication protocols serve as gatekeepers in network communications. Speci?cally,

PAP and CHAP are two authentication protocols used over PPP links to verify the identity of



Packet tracer con?guring pap and chap Complete Guide Vol. 2024, Issue 2

a user or device attempting to establish a connection.

PAP operates as a simple authentication method that transmits usernames and passwords
in clear text. While straightforward to implement, its lack of encryption poses signi?cant
security vulnerabilities. CHAP, by contrast, employs a three-way handshake mechanism
where passwords are never sent directly; instead, it uses a challenge-response approach
with hashing to verify credentials. This design inherently o?ers enhanced security
compared to PAP.

In the context of Packet Tracer, understanding the distinctions between PAP and CHAP is
crucial before con?guring them. This knowledge informs decisions about when to deploy
each protocol, balancing ease of use against security requirements.

Key Di?erences Between PAP and CHAP

Security: PAP sends passwords in clear text, making it susceptible to
interception.

CHAP secures authentication through hashed challenges, reducing the risk of

password compromise.

Authentication Process: PAP performs authentication once at the beginning of
2.

the connection, whereas CHAP authenticates periodically, mitigating risks of session

hijacking.

Implementation Complexity: PAP is simpler and easier to con?gure, ideal for



Packet tracer con?guring pap and chap Complete Guide Vol. 2024, Issue 2

legacy systems or low-security environments. CHAP requires more con?guration but
provides better protection.

Con?guring PAP and CHAP in Packet Tracer

Packet Tracer provides a controlled environment for con?guring and testing PAP and CHAP
over PPP links. The procedure primarily involves setting up two routers (or a router and a
server) to communicate securely via authentication protocols.

Before beginning the con?guration, users should ensure that the devices have appropriate
interfaces enabled and that PPP encapsulation is applied.

Step-by-Step Con?guration of PAP

**Enable PPP on Interfaces:**

Assign the serial interface between two routers and enable PPP encapsulation.

Router(con?g-if)# encapsulation ppp

**Con?gure PAP Authentication:**

Specify that the interface should use PAP for authentication.
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Router(con?g-if)# ppp authentication pap

**Set User Credentials:**

On the authenticating router, de?ne the username and password for the remote device.

Router(con?g)# username [peer-name] password [password]

**\erify Con?guration:**

4.

Use commands such as ‘show running-con?g" and "debug ppp authentication™ to monitor
the authentication process.

The simplicity of PAP con?guration in Packet Tracer allows quick testing; however, the lack
of encryption should caution users against deploying PAP in sensitive real-world
environments.

Step-by-Step Con?guration of CHAP

**Enable PPP on Interfaces:**

Router(con?g-if)# encapsulation ppp
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**Set CHAP Authentication:**

Router(con?g-if)# ppp authentication chap

**De?ne Peer Credentials:**

Unlike PAP, CHAP requires the username to match the hostname of the peer device.

Router(con?g)# username [peer-hostname] password [password]

**Con?rm Con?guration:**

4.

Utilize “show interfaces’, "debug ppp authentication’, and other diagnostic commands to
observe the CHAP handshake.

CHAP?s dynamic challenge-response mechanism provides better protection, especially in
networks exposed to external threats.

Evaluating the Practical Implications in Packet Tracer

Using Packet Tracer to con?gure PAP and CHAP o?ers several advantages. It enables

learners to visualize and debug the authentication process meticulously. For example,
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simulation of failed authentications due to incorrect passwords or mismatched usernames
is straightforward, providing valuable troubleshooting experience.

However, the simulation environment has limitations. Packet Tracer does not fully
emulate encryption or cryptographic functions inherent in real CHAP implementations. It
mainly models the handshake logic and authentication ?ow. Consequently, while Packet
Tracer is excellent for conceptual understanding and procedural practice, network
engineers should validate con?gurations in live or more advanced virtual environments for
production assurance.

Comparative Advantages of Using Packet Tracer for Authentication
Protocols

Accessibility: No need for physical hardware; con?gurations are instantly
testable.

Visualization: Supports real-time debugging and monitoring of authentication
2.

exchanges.

Learning Curve: O?ers a safe environment to experiment with PAP and CHAP
3.

without risk of network disruption.

Security Considerations When Choosing PAP or CHAP

Despite Packet Tracer?s role in education and prototyping, the choice between PAP and
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CHAP transcends simulation and directly impacts network security. Understanding the
limitations of PAP is critical; its transmission of clear-text passwords can expose networks
to interception and unauthorized access.

In contrast, CHAP?s periodic authentication and use of MD5 hashing provide a stronger
defense against replay attacks and eavesdropping. However, even CHAP is not impervious
to all forms of attack, and modern networks frequently adopt more robust protocols like
MS-CHAP or EAP variants.

Within Packet Tracer labs, practicing both PAP and CHAP con?guration allows users to
appreciate these trade-07?s, fostering informed decision-making in real deployments.

Best Practices for Con?guring Authentication in Packet Tracer

Always match usernames and passwords exactly between devices.

Use CHAP where possible to enhance security.

Enable debugging to understand authentication failures.

Document con?gurations systematically for easy replication and troubleshooting.

4.

Combine authentication protocols with encryption for comprehensive security.

Packet Tracer con?guring PAP and CHAP authentication exercises highlight the
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importance of authentication in network security. The hands-on experience gained

through these simulations equips networking professionals to implement and troubleshoot
these protocols e?ectively in real-world scenarios.

As the networking landscape evolves, foundational knowledge of PAP and CHAP remains
relevant, especially in environments where legacy systems coexist with modern
infrastructure. Packet Tracer?s ongoing role as a training tool ensures that both students
and professionals maintain a ?rm grasp on these essential authentication mechanisms.
packet tracer, PAP authentication, CHAP authentication, PPP authentication, Cisco packet
tracer, con?guring PAP, con?guring CHAP, authentication protocols, network security,

router authentication setup



