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**Military Ascendancy and Political Culture: A Study**
 

military ascendancy and political culture a study opens an intriguing window
into
 
how the dominance of military forces in?uences the political environment and societal
 
norms within a country. This topic explores the intersection where armed power and
 
governance meet, shaping not only policy and leadership but also the broader cultural
 
attitudes toward authority, citizenship, and national identity. Understanding this
 
relationship helps decode the complex dynamics behind military coups, authoritarian
 
regimes, and the often delicate balance between civilian rule and military in?uence.
 

The Nexus of Military Power and Political Culture
 
Military ascendancy refers to the rise or dominance of the military establishment in the
 
political life of a nation. Often, this is evident when armed forces exert control over
 
government institutions or when military leaders transition into political roles, either
 
through coups or electoral processes. Political culture, meanwhile, encompasses the
 
shared values, beliefs, and practices regarding politics and authority within a society.
 
Studying these two concepts together reveals how the military?s role a?ects governance
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styles, political legitimacy, and citizen engagement.
 

How Military In?uence Shapes Political Norms
 
When the military holds signi?cant sway in politics, the political culture often shifts toward
 
valuing order, discipline, and hierarchy. In such environments, the populace may develop
 
a greater tolerance or even preference for authoritarian rule, viewing the military as a
 
stabilizing force amid chaos or corruption. This phenomenon is especially common in
 
countries with fragile democratic institutions or histories of political instability.
 
In contrast, societies with a strong commitment to civilian supremacy tend to cultivate
 
political cultures that emphasize democratic participation, pluralism, and checks on
 
power. Here, the military is respected for its defense role but kept at arm?s length from
 
policymaking. Therefore, the degree of military ascendancy directly in?uences citizens?
 
expectations and behaviors regarding governance.
 

Historical Cases Illustrating Military Ascendancy and Political
 

Culture
 
Throughout modern history, numerous countries have experienced shifts in political
 
culture due to military ascendancy. These case studies provide valuable insights into the
 
mechanisms and consequences of military involvement in politics.
 

Latin America: Military Coups and Authoritarianism
 
During the 20th century, many Latin American nations witnessed military coups that
 
replaced civilian governments. Countries like Chile, Argentina, and Brazil experienced
 
prolonged periods of military rule that profoundly altered their political cultures. The
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military regimes often justi?ed their takeovers as necessary to combat corruption,
 
insurgency, or economic instability.
 
In these contexts, political culture evolved to prioritize security and national unity over
 
democratic freedoms. Civil society was frequently suppressed, and political dissent was
 
curtailed. However, the eventual transitions back to democracy also sparked cultural
 
shifts toward valuing human rights and civilian oversight, demonstrating the ?uidity of
 
political culture in response to military ascendancy.
 

Post-Colonial Africa: Military as Nation Builders and Disruptors
 
Many African nations gained independence amid weak political institutions, making the
 
military a key player in early governance. In countries like Nigeria and Ghana, military
 
leaders initially emerged as nation-builders, stepping in to stabilize volatile political
 
scenes. However, repeated military interventions also entrenched authoritarian political
 
cultures, undermining democratic development.
 
The legacy of military ascendancy in Africa is mixed. While some countries have
 
successfully reintegrated the military into a professional, apolitical role, others continue to
 
grapple with coups and military in?uence, impacting the political culture?s openness and
 
resilience.
 

Factors Contributing to Military Ascendancy
 
Understanding why militaries rise to prominence in political a?airs requires examining
 
several contributing factors. These elements often interact, creating conditions ripe for
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military intervention.
 

Weak Civilian Institutions
 
Fragile political institutions, including ine?ective legislatures, corrupt executives, or
 
compromised judiciaries, can create power vacuums. When civilian leadership is unable to
 
manage crises or maintain legitimacy, the military may step in, either overtly or behind
 
the scenes, to assert control.
 

Security Threats and Internal Con?icts
 
Countries facing insurgencies, terrorism, or external threats often rely heavily on their
 
military forces. In such cases, the military?s prominence can grow as it becomes the
 
primary actor in safeguarding national security. This enhanced role may spill over into
 
political in?uence, particularly if civilian leaders are perceived as weak.
 

Historical Legacy and Military Identity
 
Some nations have longstanding traditions of military involvement in politics. This legacy
 
shapes the military?s self-perception and societal expectations, making political
 
ascendancy more likely. The military may see itself as the guardian of national stability
 
and continuity, justifying interventions in times of perceived crisis.
 

Impact of Military Ascendancy on Democratic Development
 
The relationship between military dominance and democracy is complex and context-
 
dependent. While military involvement often disrupts democratic processes, there are
 
nuanced outcomes worth exploring.
 

Challenges to Civilian Control
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Military ascendancy frequently undermines civilian authority, weakening democratic
 
accountability. When armed forces wield unchecked power, they may bypass electoral
 
mandates, restrict freedoms, and centralize decision-making. This erosion of democratic
 
norms can be di?cult to reverse once entrenched.
 

Potential for Stability and Reform
 
Conversely, in some instances, the military?s role has been instrumental in stabilizing
 
nations during transitional periods. By stepping in to end violent con?icts or corrupt
 
regimes, the military can create space for democratic reforms. However, this often
 
requires a deliberate and transparent process to return power to civilian hands.
 

Role of Political Culture in Democratic Resilience
 
A political culture that values democratic principles and civilian supremacy can act as a
 
safeguard against prolonged military ascendancy. Public demand for transparency,
 
respect for human rights, and participation in governance pressures both military and
 
civilian leaders to adhere to democratic norms. Thus, nurturing such a culture is vital for
 
democratic resilience.
 

Military Ascendancy and Political Culture in Contemporary
 

Contexts
 
Today, the global political landscape continues to witness the interplay between military
 
power and political culture. From Southeast Asia to the Middle East, military institutions
 
remain in?uential actors.
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Modern Military Coups and Public Response
 
Recent coups in Myanmar and Sudan highlight ongoing tensions between military and
 
civilian rule. Interestingly, public reactions vary widely. In some cases, populations resist
 
military takeovers through protests and civil disobedience, re?ecting political cultures that
 
reject military interference. In others, segments of society may accept or support the
 
military as a stabilizing force, demonstrating how political culture shapes responses to
 
ascendancy.
 

Professionalization and Depoliticization E?orts
 
Many countries are investing in professionalizing their armed forces to reduce political
 
interference. Training programs emphasizing human rights, international norms, and
 
civilian oversight aim to rede?ne the military?s role. Such e?orts, when successful,
 
contribute positively to political culture by reinforcing democratic values and limiting
 
military ascendancy.
 

Insights for Policymakers and Scholars
 
Studying military ascendancy and political culture provides critical lessons for those
 
working to strengthen governance and democracy worldwide.
 

Promote Civilian Oversight: Robust institutions and legal frameworks that hold
 
1.
 
the military accountable are essential to prevent undue in?uence.
 

Invest in Political Education: Cultivating a political culture that values
 
2.
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democratic participation and civilian supremacy can empower citizens to resist
 
authoritarian tendencies.
 

Support Military Reform: Encouraging professionalization and clear mandates
for
 
3.
 
the military helps delineate its role and reduce political entanglement.
 

Address Root Causes: Tackling corruption, inequality, and insecurity reduces
 
4.
 
conditions that invite military intervention.
 
In essence, the study of military ascendancy and political culture is not just academic?it
 
holds practical signi?cance for shaping peaceful, democratic societies. By understanding
 
the forces at play, societies can better navigate the challenges posed by military in?uence
 
and foster political environments that respect both security and freedom.
 

Question
 

Answer
 
What is meant by 'military
 
ascendancy' in political
 
culture studies?
 
Military ascendancy refers to the dominance or
 
signi?cant in?uence of the military establishment over
 
political institutions and decision-making processes
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within a country.
 
How does military
 
ascendancy impact political
 
culture?
 
Military ascendancy can shape political culture by
 
fostering values such as discipline, hierarchy, and
 
nationalism, but it may also undermine democratic
 
norms and civilian control over the government.
 
What are common causes of
 
military ascendancy in a
 
state's political culture?
 
Common causes include weak civilian institutions,
 
political instability, perceived threats to national
 
security, and historical traditions of military involvement
 
in governance.
 
Can military ascendancy
 
coexist with democratic
 
political culture?
 
While challenging, some democracies maintain strong
 
military in?uence without undermining civilian control by
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ensuring transparent oversight and a clear separation of
 
military and political roles.
 
What are the risks of
 
prolonged military
 
ascendancy in a political
 
system?
 
Risks include erosion of democratic institutions,
 
suppression of political dissent, human rights violations,
 
and potential militarization of governance that prioritizes
 
security over civil liberties.
 
How do scholars study the
 
relationship between military
 
ascendancy and political
 
culture?
 
Scholars use qualitative case studies, comparative
 
analysis, historical context, and empirical data to
 
examine how military in?uence shapes political norms,
 
institutions, and citizen attitudes.
 
What role does political
 
culture play in either
 
supporting or resisting
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military ascendancy?
 
Political culture shapes citizens? attitudes towards
 
authority and governance; a culture valuing civilian
 
supremacy and democratic norms tends to resist military
 
ascendancy, whereas cultures prioritizing order and
 
security may support it.
 
Are there notable examples
 
of military ascendancy
 
in?uencing political culture in
 
modern history?
 
Yes, examples include countries like Egypt, Pakistan, and
 
Thailand, where the military has played a central role in
 
governance and in?uenced political culture by shaping
 
national identity and political norms.
 
**Military Ascendancy and Political Culture: A Study**
 

military ascendancy and political culture a study o?ers a critical exploration of
how
 
military in?uence shapes political norms, governance structures, and societal values
 
across various nations. This complex interplay between armed forces and political culture
 
provides valuable insights into the stability, development, and democratic trajectory of
 
states worldwide. As militaries often hold signi?cant power beyond defense roles,
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understanding their ascendancy within political landscapes is essential for scholars,
 
policymakers, and citizens alike.
 

The Dynamics of Military Ascendancy in Political Systems
 
Throughout history, military institutions have periodically risen to prominence, a?ecting
 
the political culture of their respective countries. Military ascendancy refers to the period
 
or condition when the military exerts dominant control or signi?cant in?uence over
 
political institutions and decision-making processes. This phenomenon can manifest in
 
multiple forms, such as direct military coups, behind-the-scenes in?uence on civilian
 
governments, or the military's role as a stabilizing force in times of crisis.
 
Political culture, on the other hand, encompasses the collective attitudes, values, beliefs,
 
and behaviors that de?ne the political orientation of a society. When military ascendancy
 
becomes pronounced, it often reshapes political culture by embedding values such as
 
discipline, hierarchy, and nationalism more deeply into the societal framework.
 

Historical Context and Global Patterns
 
Examining cases from Latin America, Africa, and Asia reveals that military ascendancy
 
frequently arises during periods of political instability or weak civilian institutions. For
 
example, in Latin America during the mid-20th century, countries like Argentina, Brazil,
 
and Chile saw military regimes replace democratic governments, fundamentally altering
 
political culture by prioritizing order and security over participatory governance. Similarly,
 
post-colonial African states such as Nigeria and Ghana experienced military takeovers that
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disrupted nascent democratic traditions.
 
In contrast, countries like Turkey and Egypt illustrate how military establishments can
 
maintain signi?cant political in?uence even while ostensibly supporting civilian
 
governments. This dual role in?uences political culture by normalizing military
 
involvement in governance and blurring the lines between civilian and military authority.
 

Impact on Democratic Institutions and Governance
 
One of the central concerns in the study of military ascendancy and political culture is the
 
e?ect on democracy and governance. Military-led governments often curtail civil liberties,
 
suppress dissent, and centralize power, which can erode democratic norms and
 
institutions. The military?s emphasis on order and security may come at the cost of
 
political pluralism and freedom.
 
However, the impact is not uniformly negative. In certain contexts, military involvement
 
has provided stability in fragile states, creating conditions conducive to eventual
 
democratic transition. For example, in Indonesia, the military played a complex role
 
during the transition from authoritarian rule to democracy, balancing security concerns
 
with gradual political liberalization.
 

Features of Military-Dominated Political Cultures
 
Several characteristics tend to emerge in societies where military ascendancy profoundly
 
in?uences political culture:
 

Authoritarian Tendencies: Political power is concentrated, with limited space
for
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1.
 
opposition and civil society.
 

Nationalism and Patriotism: Military values often promote a heightened sense
of
 
2.
 
national identity and unity.
 

Discipline and Hierarchy: Political processes may mirror military organizational
 
3.
 
structures emphasizing command and control.
 

Civic Militarism: Citizens may be socialized to view military service and
allegiance
 
4.
 
as central to their identity.
 

Restricted Political Participation: Electoral processes and political debate may
 
5.
 
be constrained to safeguard military interests.
 
These features can deeply in?uence how citizens perceive authority, governance, and
 
their role within the political system.
 

The Role of Military Institutions in Political Socialization
 
Military ascendancy does not only in?uence formal institutions but also political
 
socialization?the process by which individuals acquire political norms and behaviors.
 
Armed forces often serve as a conduit for political education, shaping civilians? attitudes
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toward authority, legitimacy, and national priorities.
 
In many countries, military service is a pivotal experience that instills loyalty to the state
 
and acceptance of hierarchical authority. This socialization process can foster cohesion
 
and national unity but may also engender skepticism toward democratic pluralism or
 
dissenting political views.
 

Comparative Perspectives: Civil-Military Relations
 
Di?erent models of civil-military relations reveal how military ascendancy interacts with
 
political culture:
 

Professionalized Model: Militaries remain apolitical and subordinate to civilian
 
1.
 
control, as seen in many Western democracies.
 

Guardianship Model: The military views itself as the protector of national values
 
2.
 
and intervenes when civilian governance is deemed ine?ective.
 

Praetorian Model: The military actively controls political power, often sidelining
 
3.
 
civilian institutions.
 
Understanding which model predominates in a given country helps explain the nature of
 
military ascendancy and its impact on political culture.
 

Pros and Cons of Military In?uence on Political Culture
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While military ascendancy is often criticized for undermining democratic governance, it
 
also presents nuanced outcomes that merit balanced consideration.
 

Advantages:
 

Stability in Turbulent Times: Military regimes sometimes restore order during
 
1.
 
political chaos or economic collapse.
 

National Integration: Armed forces can foster unity in ethnically or regionally
 
2.
 
divided societies.
 

Developmental Roles: In some cases, military-led governments have pursued
 
3.
 
modernization and infrastructure development e?ectively.
 

Disadvantages:
 

Democratic Backsliding: Military rule often leads to repression and reduced
 
1.
 
political freedoms.
 

Institutional Weakening: Prolonged military dominance can erode civilian
 
2.
 
institutions and checks on power.
 

Human Rights Concerns: Military governments have been associated with
abuses
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3.
 
and lack of accountability.
 
These pros and cons highlight the complex legacy military ascendancy leaves on political
 
culture.
 

Contemporary Relevance and Future Outlook
 
In the 21st century, the study of military ascendancy and political culture remains highly
 
relevant. Emerging democracies, fragile states, and even established nations grapple with
 
the military?s role in politics. Recent events in countries such as Myanmar, Sudan, and
 
Thailand demonstrate that military intervention in politics continues to challenge
 
democratic consolidation.
 
Simultaneously, evolving civil-military relations and international norms encourage
 
greater transparency, accountability, and civilian oversight. The in?uence of global
 
organizations and democratic pressures may gradually reshape military ascendancy
 
patterns, fostering political cultures more conducive to democratic values.
 
Understanding the nuances of military ascendancy and its profound impact on political
 
culture is vital to anticipating political developments and supporting governance that
 
balances security with democratic freedoms. This ongoing study enriches the discourse on
 
power, authority, and societal values in the modern political landscape.
 
military in?uence, political power, civil-military relations, governance, authoritarianism,
 
political stability, military regimes, democratization, political authority, security sector
 
reform
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Civil military relations in ethiopia

Civil military relations in Ethiopia play a pivotal role in shaping the nation?s political stability,
governance, and development trajectory. As one of Africa?s oldest nations with a complex history of
military involvement in politics, Ethiopia?s civil-military relations have been characterized by a
mixture of cooperation, tension, and periodic conflict. Understanding these dynamics is essential for
analyzing Ethiopia?s current political climate, security policies, and prospects for democratic
consolidation. This article provides a comprehensive overview of civil military relations in Ethiopia,
exploring their historical context, key actors, contemporary challenges, and future outlook.

Historical Background of Civil Military Relations in Ethiopia

Pre-Modern and Imperial Periods

Ethiopia?s history reveals longstanding military influence intertwined with monarchy and imperial
rule. The Ethiopian Empire, especially under emperors like Haile Selassie, relied heavily on military
institutions to maintain sovereignty and internal stability. The armed forces were often viewed as
protectors of the state and traditional authority, with limited civilian oversight.

The Derg Regime and Military Rule

The overthrow of Emperor Haile Selassie in 1974 led to the rise of the Derg, a Marxist-Leninist
military junta. During this period:

- The military directly governed Ethiopia, with the Derg wielding power through military
institutions.

- Civil-military relations were characterized by a close, often hierarchical relationship, with the
military acting as both rulers and enforcers of revolutionary policies.

- The military?s dominance led to suppression of political dissent and centralized control,
impacting civilian government development.

Post-Derg Transition and EPRDF Era

Following the fall of the Derg in 1991, Ethiopia transitioned to a federal system led by the Ethiopian
People's Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF). During this period:

- The military remained a significant actor, often aligned with the ruling coalition.
- Civil-military relations were marked by a degree of militarization of politics, with the military
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playing a role in maintaining regime stability.
- Efforts at reform and democratization faced challenges due to the military?s influence and

occasional politicization.

Key Actors in Ethiopia?s Civil Military Relations

The Ethiopian National Defense Forces (ENDF)

The ENDF is the primary military institution responsible for national defense, border security, and
participation in regional peacekeeping missions. Its structure includes:

- Ground forces
- Air force
- Special forces units

The ENDF?s role extends beyond defense, often influencing domestic politics, especially during
times of internal unrest.

Civilian Authorities and Political Leadership

- The Ethiopian Prime Minister and government officials oversee civil-military relations.
- Civilian oversight has historically been weak, with the military often operating independently or

with minimal civilian control.
- Recent reforms aim to enhance civilian oversight and establish clearer boundaries between

civilian government and military institutions.

Security and Intelligence Agencies

- These agencies often coordinate with the military and play roles in internal security.
- Their relationship with civilian authorities varies, sometimes leading to tensions over authority

and accountability.

Contemporary Challenges in Civil Military Relations in Ethiopia

Internal Conflicts and Ethnic Tensions

Ethiopia faces ongoing internal conflicts, notably:
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- The Tigray conflict (began in 2020), involving the ENDF and regional forces.
- Ethnic federalism, which complicates civil-military relations by intertwining ethnic identity with

military allegiance.
- These conflicts have strained civil-military relationships, with accusations of military overreach

and politicization.

Military Politicization and Civilian Control

- Historically, the military has exerted influence over politics, sometimes undermining civilian
authorities.

- Recent reforms aim to strengthen civilian control, but challenges remain in ensuring the military
remains apolitical.

Reform Efforts and Security Sector Transformation

Ethiopia has undertaken reforms to:

- Professionalize the military
- Establish clearer lines of civilian oversight
- Improve transparency and accountability

However, resistance from within military ranks and political factions can impede these efforts.

Impact of Regional and International Factors

- Ethiopia?s strategic position in the Horn of Africa influences its civil-military relations.
- Regional conflicts, such as in Somalia and Sudan, involve Ethiopian military interventions.
- International actors, including the African Union and Western nations, influence military policies

and reforms.

Future Prospects for Civil Military Relations in Ethiopia

Democratization and Civilian Oversight

- Strengthening civilian control over the military is crucial for Ethiopia?s democratic consolidation.
- Continued reforms and institutional strengthening are necessary to prevent military interference

in politics.
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Peacebuilding and Conflict Resolution

- Addressing ethnic tensions and conflicts will require improved civil-military cooperation.
- Building trust between civilian authorities and the military can facilitate peace efforts.

Regional Stability and Security Cooperation

- Ethiopia?s role in regional security frameworks can influence civil-military relations.
- Engagement with regional bodies like the African Union can promote stability and civilian

oversight.

Challenges and Opportunities

- Challenges:
- Persistent internal conflicts
- Ethnic federalism and identity politics
- Resistance to reforms within military ranks
- Opportunities:
- Reforms promoting transparency
- International support for security sector reform
- Engagement of civil society in oversight roles

Conclusion

Civil military relations in Ethiopia are a complex interplay of historical legacy, political dynamics, and
security concerns. While the military has historically played a significant role in governance and
regional stability, recent reforms aim to establish stronger civilian oversight and promote democratic
principles. Addressing ongoing challenges, such as internal conflicts and politicization of the military,
is vital for Ethiopia?s stability and development. A balanced and transparent civil-military relationship
will be essential for fostering peace, democracy, and sustainable growth in the years to come.

Keywords: Civil Military Relations Ethiopia, Ethiopian Armed Forces, Ethiopian Security Sector,
Civilian Oversight Ethiopia, Ethiopia Internal Conflicts, Ethiopian Military Reform, Ethiopia Regional
Stability
 
Civil military relations in Ethiopia have historically played a crucial role in shaping the country's
political landscape, governance, and stability. As one of the most populous nations in Africa,
Ethiopia's unique history of monarchy, imperial rule, Marxist-Leninist governance, and modern
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federalism has deeply influenced how civilian authorities and military institutions interact.
Understanding the dynamics of civil-military relations in Ethiopia is essential to grasp the country's
political evolution, stability challenges, and prospects for democratization. This comprehensive
review explores the historical context, current state, challenges, and prospects of civil-military
relations in Ethiopia, providing insights into how these relationships impact Ethiopia's governance
and development.

Historical Context of Civil-Military Relations in Ethiopia

Pre-Imperial and Imperial Eras

Ethiopia's history of military engagement dates back centuries, characterized initially by monarchs
relying on aristocratic and military elites to maintain sovereignty. During the Solomonic dynasty
(1270?1974), the military was often an extension of the ruling class, serving the interests of
emperors like Haile Selassie. The military was intertwined with the monarchy's authority, with little
institutional independence.

Marxist-Leninist Regime and the Derg

The overthrow of Emperor Haile Selassie in 1974 ushered in a period of radical change. The Derg, a
military junta led by Mengistu Haile Mariam, assumed power, establishing a Marxist-Leninist regime
that subordinated civilian political structures to military authority. During this period:

- The military became the primary political actor.
- Civilian institutions were marginalized.
- The military wielded direct control over governance and policy.

This era marked a period of intense military dominance and suppression of civil institutions, setting a
precedent for military influence in politics.

Post-Derg Democratic Transition

Following the fall of Mengistu in 1991, Ethiopia transitioned to a federal system under the Ethiopian
People's Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF). While civilian-led, the military retained
significant influence, especially in maintaining internal stability and defending the sovereignty of the
federal state.

The Current State of Civil-Military Relations in Ethiopia

The Structure of the Ethiopian Military
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Ethiopia's military, known as the Ethiopian National Defense Force (ENDF), is constitutionally
subordinate to civilian authority but has historically maintained a significant role in national security:

- The ENDF comprises ground forces, air force, and special forces.
- It is tasked with defending national sovereignty, internal stability, and regional peacekeeping.
- The military is considered a key pillar of the state, especially given Ethiopia's diverse ethnic

makeup and regional complexities.

The Role of Civilian Authorities

The Ethiopian government, led by the Prime Minister and the ruling party, exercises control over the
military through:

- The Ministry of Defense.
- Civilian oversight mechanisms, though their effectiveness has varied.
- Political leadership that often views the military as a tool for maintaining national unity and

stability.

However, the relationship is complex, with instances where the military has acted independently or
exerted influence beyond civilian control, especially during times of crisis.

Recent Conflicts and Their Impact on Civil-Military Relations

The ongoing conflict in the Tigray region (began in November 2020) has profoundly affected
civil-military relations:

- The Ethiopian federal government and the Tigray People's Liberation Front (TPLF) have
engaged in intense military confrontation.

- The military's role in internal conflict has highlighted tensions between civilian government
authority and military operational independence.

- Reports of human rights abuses and military operations have raised concerns about civilian
oversight and accountability.

This conflict underscores vulnerabilities in civil-military relations, especially regarding civilian control
and the military's role in internal security.

Challenges to Civil-Military Relations in Ethiopia
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Military Influence on Politics

Despite constitutional provisions for civilian supremacy, the military in Ethiopia has historically
played a significant political role:

- The Derg era set a precedent for military involvement in governance.
- Even in the federal era, military leaders have occasionally influenced political developments,

especially during crises.
- The military's perceived role as a guardian of national unity sometimes leads to its

interventionist tendencies.

Pros:

- Provides stability during crises.
- Acts as a unifying institution in ethnically diverse Ethiopia.

Cons:

- Risks undermining civilian democratic institutions.
- Potential for military-led coups or undue influence on politics.

Ethnic and Regional Divisions

Ethiopia's federal system is ethnically based, and ethnic tensions often influence civil-military
relations:

- Ethnic federalism has empowered regional states, sometimes leading to regional militaries or
militia groups.

- The central military?s relationship with regional forces can be complex, sometimes leading to
fragmented command and control.

- Ethnic-based conflicts have occasionally involved military actors aligned with particular groups,
complicating national security.

Features:

- Ethnic federalism enhances local autonomy but can complicate national cohesion.
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- Regional militias sometimes operate parallel to the national military.

Challenges:

- Managing diverse ethnic interests within the military.
- Preventing ethnic bias and ensuring loyalty to the constitutional order.

Democratization and Civilian Oversight

Ethiopia has made efforts toward democratization, but civil-military relations remain fragile:

- Civilian oversight mechanisms are often weak or politicized.
- The military's role in political stability sometimes conflicts with democratic principles.
- The recent history suggests a need for stronger civilian control and accountability.

Pros:

- Civilian oversight can foster democratic governance.
- Strengthening institutions can reduce military influence in politics.

Cons:

- Resistance within military ranks to civilian control.
- Political instability can erode civilian oversight.

Security Challenges and Military Modernization

Ethiopia faces multiple security threats:

- Internal ethnic conflicts.
- Border disputes with neighboring countries.
- Regional instabilities, especially in the Horn of Africa.

To address these, Ethiopia has invested in military modernization, which presents both opportunities
and challenges:
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- Strengthening defense capabilities.
- Risk of militarization of politics if not managed properly.

Features and Pros/Cons of Civil-Military Relations in Ethiopia

Features:

- Historically strong military influence rooted in the imperial and revolutionary eras.
- A military that is constitutionally subordinate but often operates with a significant degree of

independence.
- Ethnic federalism shaping military organization and loyalty.
- Military involvement in internal conflicts, regional security, and national defense.

Pros:

- The military has played a stabilizing role during crises.
- It serves as a unifying institution for the diverse Ethiopian population.
- Investment in military modernization enhances national security.

Cons:

- Potential undermining of civilian democratic institutions.
- Ethnic and regional divisions within the military can threaten national cohesion.
- Excessive military influence can delay political reforms.
- Internal conflicts and civil wars expose vulnerabilities in civil oversight.

Prospects for Future Civil-Military Relations in Ethiopia

Ethiopia's future civil-military relations depend on multiple factors:

- Strengthening civilian oversight institutions.
- Promoting inclusive governance that addresses ethnic and regional grievances.
- Building professionalism within the military to ensure loyalty to constitutional norms.
- Encouraging dialogue between civilian authorities and military leadership to prevent

politicization.

Potential positive developments include:

Published by: www.etorkildson.com Page 25 of 27



MILITARY ASCENDANCY AND POLITICAL CULTURE A PDF Vol. 2026, Issue 7

- Reforms that embed civilian control in the military's operational framework.
- Greater transparency and accountability mechanisms.
- Regional peacebuilding efforts involving military cooperation.

Potential risks involve:

- Continued ethnic conflicts that could militarize politics further.
- External influences from neighboring countries or international actors.
- Resistance within military ranks to civilian-led reforms.

Conclusion

Civil-military relations in Ethiopia are deeply embedded in its historical, political, and ethnic fabric.
While the military has historically been a key actor in maintaining stability and sovereignty, its
influence poses challenges for democratization and civilian supremacy. The ongoing internal
conflicts and regional instabilities highlight the importance of establishing clear, effective civil
oversight and fostering a professional, ethnically inclusive military that aligns with Ethiopia's
constitutional aspirations. Future progress hinges on political will, institutional reforms, and the
commitment of all stakeholders to uphold democratic principles and civilian authority. Navigating
these complexities will determine Ethiopia?s path toward sustainable stability, development, and
democratic governance.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the main factors influencing civil-military relations in Ethiopia? The
main factors include political stability, ethnic federalism, government control over the military, and
the role of the military in national security and internal conflicts. How has the Ethiopian military's role
evolved in recent years? The Ethiopian military has increasingly been involved in internal security
operations, notably in conflicts like the Tigray conflict, which has impacted civil-military relations and
political stability. What impact did the Tigray conflict have on civil-military relations in Ethiopia? The
conflict strained civil-military relations by highlighting issues of military autonomy, command
structure, and civilian oversight, while also affecting perceptions of the military's role in political
disputes. How does ethnic federalism influence civil-military relations in Ethiopia? Ethnic federalism
creates regional military units aligned with ethnic groups, which can both empower local
communities and complicate national military cohesion, affecting overall civil-military dynamics.
What measures are being taken to ensure civilian control over the military in Ethiopia? Efforts
include constitutional provisions for civilian oversight, reforms within the Ministry of Defense, and
increased political engagement to prevent military interference in politics. What role does the military
play in Ethiopia?s political landscape today? While officially subordinate to civilian government, the
military has historically played a significant role in politics, especially during times of national crisis or
conflict, influencing civil-military relations. How have recent reforms impacted civil-military relations
in Ethiopia? Reforms aimed at professionalizing the military and enhancing civilian oversight have
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begun to reshape civil-military relations, but challenges remain due to ongoing conflicts and political
tensions. What are the prospects for improving civil-military relations in Ethiopia in the near future?
Prospects depend on political stability, successful implementation of reforms, and efforts to foster
civilian oversight, with the potential for improved relations if these factors are addressed effectively. 
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