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ZHITIE PROTOPOPA AVVAKUMA IM SAMIM
Complete Guide

Zhitie Protopopa Avvakuma Im Samim
 

Napisannoe Rus
 
**????? ????????? ???????? ?? ????? ?????????? ?? ??????? ?????**
 

zhitie protopopa avvakuma im samim napisannoe rus ? ??? ??????????
????????
 
??????? ?????????? XVII ????, ??????? ?? ?????? ???????????? ? ????? ?
 
?????????? ?????? ?? ????? ????????? ??????????? ???????? ???? ???????, ?? ?
 
?????? ???????? ???????? ? ???????????? ?????????????? ?????. ????
 
?????????????????? ?????, ?????????? ????? ?????????? ?????????,
 
???????????? ????? ?????? ?????? ?????? ?????????????, ???????????
 
?????????? ????????, ???????????? ?????????? ? ?????? ?????????? ???????,
 
?????????? ?? ??????? ??????? ? ????????.
 

???????? ????? ???????? ? ??????? ??????????
 
????? ????????? ???????? ? ??? ?? ?????? ?????????????, ? ????????????,
 
??????? ??????? ???????? ??????? ?? ???????? ??????? ?????????? ? ????????
 
????????. ?????????? ? ????? ?????, ??? ???????? ? ???? ???????? ?????????
 
???????????, ????????????? ????????????? ? ??????? ????????, ??? ?????? ???
 
?????????? ?????????? ??? ???????? ????? XVII ????.
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??????? ????? ?? ????????? ? ????? ??????? ?????, ??? ???????? ???
 
???????????? ?? ?????? ????????? ??????? ???? ???????, ?????????? ??
 
??????????????????. ????????? ????? ????? ????? ????? ? ???????? ????????
 
????? ?????????, ??? ?????????????? ??????????????? ???? ???????????????? ?
 
?????????? ???????? ????????????.
 

??? ????? ???????? ??????? ? ?????? ??? ????? ??????
 
???????? ??????? ? ???? ?? ???????? ????? ??????????? ??????? ?
 
?????????????? ? ??????? ??????? XVII ????. ?? ??? ???????? ???????? ?????????
 
?????? ????????? ?????? ? ????? ?? ??????? ????????????????? ????????. ???
 
????? ???????????? ?? ?????? ? ???????? ???????? ? ????????, ?? ? ? ????????
 
??????????????, ??????? ?? ??????????? ?? ???? ?????????.
 

?????? ??????? ? ???????? ????
 
? ????? ??????? ???????? ????????? ???? ???????, ????????? ? ??????????, ?
 
????? ????????? ? ?????????? ????????. ????? ?????? ?????? ???????????
 
???????? ??????????? ? ????????? ??????????? ?????? ? ????????, ???????
 
???????????? ??????? ??????. ??????? ?? ???????? ????? ???????? ? ???????, ???
 
??????? ?????? ??????????? ???????????? ? ???????.
 

????????? ? ????????????
 
????? ?? ???????? ???????? ????? ???????? ??????? ? ???????? ?? ?????????????,
 
? ?????????, ? ??????????, ??????? ? ???????????? ?????? ????????. ??? ?????????
 
? ???????? ?????????? ????? ???????? ??? ?????? ??????????????, ? ????? ?
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?????????????? ???? ???? ? ??????????????? ????.
 

????? ? ??????????? ????? ????? ????????
 
?????? ???????? ? ????? ????????? ????? ? ??????????, ??????? ?????? ?????
 
????? ? ?????????????. ??????? ?????????? ????? ????????, ?????????????
 
????????? ? ???? ???????? ???????? ????, ??? ?????? ??? ???????????? ????? ?
 
????????.
 

???????? ? ???????????????
 
? ??????? ?? ????? ????????? ???????, ????? ???????? ?????, ???????????
 
??????, ??? ???????????? ??????????? ? ?????????????????? ??????. ?????
 
?????????? ???????? ?????? ?? ?????? ???????, ?? ? ?????????? ??? ?????????.
 

????????????? ??????????? ?????????
 
????? ??????? ??????????? ???????? ? ?????????, ??????? ??????? ?????
 
???????? ? ?????????????. ??? ??????? ????? ???????? ???????? ????? ? ????????
 
???????? ???????? ???????????? ???????? ??????????? ??????????.
 

?????? ????? ?????? ????? ????????? ?????????
 
?????? ????? ? ??? ?? ?????? ?????????? ? ????????, ?? ? ???????????
 
??????????? ? ??? XVII ???? ??????? ????????. ??? ????????? ??????, ?????? ???
 
???????????? ???????? ?????????? ? ???????:
 

???????????? ????????: ????? ? ?????? ???????? ?????????? ?
 
1.
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????????? ???????? ? ????? ? ?????? XVII ????.
 

???????? ????????: ????? ???????? ?????? ???? ???????????????? ?
 
2.
 
??????????? ?????? ???? ???????.
 

???????????? ??????????: ????? ???? ? ??????????? ?????? ??????
??????
 
3.
 
????????????? ? ????????.
 

?????? ???????? ??????????: ??????? ???????? ???????????
??????????
 
4.
 
? ???????? ?????.
 

??? ????? ????? ????????? ???????? ?? ????? ?????????? ??
 

????????
 
??????? ????? ????????? ???????? ???????? ? ????????? ???????????, ? ????? ?
 
??????????? ???? ?? ?????????????????? ???????????? ? ???????????? ????????.
 
?????? ??????? ?????????????? ????????????? ? ????????????? ?????????, ???
 
???????? ????? ?????? ???????? ? ???????? ??????.
 

?????? ??? ?????????
 
???? ?? ??????? ????????????? ? ?????, ?????????????:
 
???????? ???????? ?? ???????????? ??? XVII ????, ????? ??????? ??? ??????
 
1.
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??????.
 
?????? ? ????????????? ??? ? ?????????, ???? ???????????? ????? ???????
 
2.
 
???????.
 
???????? ???????? ?? ??????????? ? ?????????? ??????????? ?????.
 
3.
 
?????????? ????? ? ??????? ?????????????? ???????????????? ??????????
 
4.
 
??? ????? ??????? ?????????.
 

??????? ????? ???????? ?? ?????????????
 
????? ????????? ???????? ?????????? ??????????? ??????????????, ????????? ?
 
???????? ?????. ??? ?????? ???????????? ? ???????? ??????? ??????? ?
 
????????? ? ????. ? ??????????? ?????? ??????? ? ???????????????? ? ???
 
??????????? ???????? ??????, ? ????? ???????? ????? ?? ???????? ??????????
 
??? ????????? ???? ????????.
 
????? ????, ???????? ????? ???????? ????? ?????? ???????? ??????????? ??????
 
? ??????????, ??????? ?????????? ?????????? ??????????? ? ?????? ?????? ?
 
???????. ????? ???????? ???? ????????????? ????????? ? ??????? ? ???????? ?
 
???????? ???????? ??????? ????????.
 

????? ???????, zhitie protopopa avvakuma im samim napisannoe rus ? ???
??
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?????? ???????????? ????????, ? ????? ????????????? ?????, ???????????
 
????????? ???????, ????????? ? ????????? ????????. ??? ?????? ????????? ?????
 
? ??? XVII ???? ? ????????? ????????? ?? ??????? ??? ????? ??????? ????????,
 
??????? ?? ?????? ?????????? ???? ????????? ? ???? ?? ?????.
 

Question
 

Answer
 
??? ????? «????? ?????????
 
????????» ? ?????? ???
 
????????? ??????????
 
????????????? ???????
 
???????????
 
«????? ????????? ????????» ? ???
 
?????????????????? ???????????? XVII ????,
 
?????????? ????? ?????????, ???????
 
?????????????. ??? ????????? ?????????? ??-
 
?? ??????, ?????? ?????, ???????????
 
????????????? ? ??????????? ??????? ??
 
??????????? ????????? ???? ???????.
 
????? ??????????? ????? ?
 
????? ???????? «?????
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????????? ????????» ?????
 
?????? ??????? ????????????
 
?????????????
 
????? ??????? ????? ??????????? ?????? ?
 
?????????? ???????? ????, ??? ??????? ???
 
??????????????? ? ???????????????. ???????
 
?????????? ????????, ???????????? ??????? ?
 
?????? ????????? ? ????????, ??? ??????
 
???????????? ?????????? ? ???????
 
???????????? ????????? XVII ????.
 
??? «????? ?????????
 
????????» ????????
 
???????????? ? ???????????
 
??????? ?????? XVII ?????
 
???????????? ???????? ????????? ???????
 
????????? ?????? ? ??????????? ??????? ??
 
?????????????, ? ??? ????? ?????? ????????.
 
??? ?????? ?????? ?????????? ??? ?????????
 
??????????? ??????????, ??????????
 
????????????? ? ????? ???????? ???????? ????
 
???????.
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?????? «????? ?????????
 
????????» ??????????????? ???
 
?????????? ???????? ???????
 
??????????????????
 
???????????
 
?????? ??? ??? ???? ?? ?????? ? ???????
 
?????????? ?????????????????? ????????????,
 
?????????? ?? ??????? ????. ???????
 
?????????? ???????????? ? ????? ?????,
 
????????, ?????????? ? ??????, ??? ???????
 
?????? ??????? ? ???????????? ????????.
 
??? ????? ?????????
 
???????????? ????? «?????
 
????????? ????????» ??
 
??????? ????? ? ???
 
??????????? ????????
 
???????????? ????? ???????? ? ??????????? ?
 
??????-????????, ????? ??? «???????
 
??????????» ?? ????? «?????????» ? ??????
 
???????????? ????????. ??????????? ???????
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?????????????? ?????????????
 
??????????????, ??? ???????? ????? ??????
 
???? ? ???????? ????????????.
 
**Zhitie Protopopa Avvakuma im samim napisannoe rus: An Analytical Review of the
 
Autobiographical Life of a Russian Old Believer**
 

zhitie protopopa avvakuma im samim napisannoe rus stands as a unique
literary
 
and historical monument within Russian culture. This autobiographical work, penned by
 
Protopope Avvakum himself, o?ers an intimate glimpse into the turbulent life of one of the
 
most prominent ?gures of the 17th-century Russian Orthodox Church reform controversy.
 
Beyond its religious signi?cance, Avvakum?s narrative is a window into the socio-political
 
upheavals of the era, re?ecting the complexities of faith, identity, and resistance.
 
The phrase "zhitie protopopa avvakuma im samim napisannoe rus" literally translates as
 
the ?Life of Protopope Avvakum, written by himself, in Russian,? highlighting the rare self-
 
authored nature of this hagiographic text. Unlike many traditional saints? lives (zhitie) that
 
were written posthumously or by others, Avvakum?s text is a ?rst-person testimony,
 
blending spiritual confession with historical chronicle. This nuanced work has attracted
 
scholarly attention for its literary style, theological content, and historical authenticity.
 

The Historical Context of Avvakum?s Life and Work
 
To fully appreciate the signi?cance of zhitie protopopa avvakuma im samim napisannoe
 
rus, one must understand the historical background against which it was created.
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Protopope Avvakum Petrovich (1620?1682) was a leading ?gure among the Old Believers,
 
a faction that vehemently opposed the liturgical reforms initiated by Patriarch Nikon in the
 
mid-17th century. These reforms aimed to align Russian Orthodox practices more closely
 
with Greek Orthodox traditions but sparked widespread dissent.
 
Avvakum?s resistance led to his persecution, imprisonment, and ultimately martyrdom.
 
His autobiographical life is not merely a personal narrative but a polemic against the
 
reforms and a defense of the ?true faith.? The text o?ers detailed accounts of his
 
su?erings, the harsh conditions faced by dissenters, and the ideological fervor that drove
 
the Old Believer movement.
 

Literary Signi?cance and Language
 
The phrase ?im samim napisannoe rus? underscores the work?s status as an original self-
 
written text in Russian, rather than Church Slavonic or Greek, which were often used in
 
ecclesiastical writings. This choice of language is signi?cant since it made the text more
 
accessible to a wider Russian-speaking audience and contributed to the development of
 
Russian literary prose.
 
Avvakum?s style is marked by vivid imagery, emotional intensity, and dramatic narration.
 
His use of parables, biblical references, and folk motifs creates a compelling narrative that
 
combines personal confession with theological argumentation. Scholars often compare
 
Avvakum?s zhitie to other Russian hagiographies, noting its raw honesty and rhetorical
 
power, which set it apart from more formulaic saintly biographies.
 

Theological Themes and Polemics
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Central to the text is the theme of religious purity and the struggle against heresy.
 
Avvakum articulates a vision of Orthodox faith untainted by innovation or compromise. His
 
detailed descriptions of liturgical practices, prayers, and rituals serve both as theological
 
documentation and as a means to legitimize the Old Believers? stance.
 
The autobiography also functions as a polemic against the established church hierarchy
 
and the state apparatus that enforced the reforms. Avvakum?s narrative exposes the
 
brutality of the authorities, the betrayal by ecclesiastical leaders, and the spiritual
 
consequences of abandoning traditional rites. This dual function as both spiritual
 
testament and political critique makes the text invaluable for understanding the
 
intersection of religion and power in 17th-century Russia.
 

Comparative Perspectives: Zhitie Protopopa Avvakuma and
 

Other Russian Hagiographies
 
When compared to other Russian lives of saints, Avvakum?s autobiography exhibits
 
several distinctive features. Most traditional zhitiya were hagiographical in a conventional
 
sense, emphasizing miraculous deeds and idealized saintliness. Avvakum?s account, by
 
contrast, is marked by psychological depth and a narrative of su?ering grounded in
 
historical reality.
 

Authenticity: Unlike many saintly biographies written by disciples or church
 
1.
 
o?cials, Avvakum?s text o?ers a ?rsthand perspective, lending it a rare authenticity.
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Literary Style: The use of vernacular Russian and a vivid, candid narrative style
 
2.
 
marks a departure from the more formal and stylized Church Slavonic texts.
 

Thematic Depth: The work delves into complex themes of faith, persecution,
and
 
3.
 
identity, beyond mere hagiographical storytelling.
 
These features make zhitie protopopa avvakuma im samim napisannoe rus not just a
 
religious document but also a pioneering work in Russian autobiographical literature.
 

Role in Old Believer Tradition and Legacy
 
Avvakum?s life and writings have had a lasting impact on the Old Believer community. His
 
zhitie is revered as a spiritual guide and a symbol of steadfastness in the face of
 
oppression. The text has been copied and circulated among Old Believer groups,
 
preserving their historical memory and religious identity.
 
Moreover, Avvakum?s autobiography has attracted interest beyond religious circles,
 
in?uencing Russian literature and historiography. The work?s combination of personal
 
narrative, theological discourse, and historical testimony continues to inspire scholarly
 
debates and cultural re?ections.
 

Challenges in Interpreting the Text
 
Despite its importance, zhitie protopopa avvakuma im samim napisannoe rus presents
 
interpretative challenges. The text?s mixture of literal and allegorical elements requires
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careful analysis to distinguish historical fact from spiritual metaphor.
 
Additionally, the politically charged nature of the narrative necessitates a critical approach
 
to understand the biases and motivations underlying Avvakum?s portrayal of events. His
 
fervent opposition to the reforms colors the depiction of opponents and may exaggerate
 
certain con?icts.
 
Modern editions and translations often include extensive commentary to contextualize the
 
text within broader theological and historical frameworks, aiding readers in navigating its
 
complexities.
 

Preservation and Modern Editions
 
The survival of Avvakum?s autobiography owes much to the e?orts of Old Believer
 
communities who safeguarded manuscripts despite persecution. Today, the text is
 
available in various editions, often accompanied by scholarly annotations that illuminate
 
its linguistic, cultural, and historical dimensions.
 
Digital archives and critical editions have further expanded access to the zhitie, allowing
 
researchers worldwide to engage with this seminal work. The continued academic interest
 
ensures that Protopope Avvakum?s voice remains a vital part of Russian cultural heritage.
 
Zhitie protopopa avvakuma im samim napisannoe rus is more than a simple biography; it
 
is a multifaceted document that re?ects the struggles of faith, identity, and resistance in a
 
transformative period of Russian history. Its unique self-authored nature, combined with
 
its rich literary and theological content, secures its place as a cornerstone of Russian
 
spiritual and literary tradition. As both a historical record and a passionate spiritual
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testimony, Avvakum?s life continues to resonate, inviting ongoing examination and
 
appreciation within the ?elds of religious studies, literature, and history.
 
????? ????????? ????????, ????????????? ????????, ??????? ????????
 
??????????, ????????????????, ??????????? ?????? ??????, ??????? ????????, 17
 
???, ???????????, ???????? ?????, ?????????????????? ????????????
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